 EDUCATION IN THE REPUBLIC OF BULGARIA FOR THE PERIOD 

2005/2006 - 2009/2010 SCHOOL YEAR
During the 2005 - 2009 period the educational attainment of the population1 aged 25 - 64 continues to improve following the clear-cut tendency towards an increase of the number and share of the population with tertiary and secondary education together with the decrease of the number and share of people with primary and lower education. The relative share of the population with tertiary education (college and university) increased from 21.6% in 2005 to 23.0% in 2009 or by 1.4 points and the share of the population with secondary education increased from 50.8% to 54.9% or by 4.1 points. Parallel to this, the relative share of persons with primary and lower education decreased by 5.5 points - from 27.6% to 22.1%. This means that 77.9% of the population at the most active working age (25 - 64 years of age) is with secondary or higher education.
Figure 1. Educational attainment of the population 25 - 64 years of age in 2009
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Changes in the educational attainment of the population show the results of educational system functioning and the attitude of the young people towards education. Positive trend comes into view about the share of drop-outs among the population aged
 18 - 24, which has decreased from 20.4% in 2005 to 14.8% in 2009. Relative share of the young people (aged 20 - 24) who have completed at least secondary education is 83.7% for 2009
 (same as for 2008). 
PRE-PRIMARY EDUCATION

The number of kindergartens in 2009/2010 is 2 262 or 29 less than in 2008/2009. The number of children in kindergartens for 2009/2010 is 217.8 thousand, 11.6 thousand or 5.6% more than their number in 2005/2006 and has increased with 2.5% in comparison with the previous school year. The coverage of children in kindergartens estimated by the group net enrolment rate has increased, from 73.8% in 2008/2009 to 74.3% in 2009/2010. Although the reduced number of kindergartens, it is achieved a better coverage of the children in these institutions. This is an important indicator, which determinates the efforts of the municipality administrations to attain a better coverage of the children in pre-primary education.
Figure 2. Children in kindergartens
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The average number of children per kindergarten is 96 - in urban areas their average number is larger - 144 and for the rural areas it is 46. The average number of children forming one group is 23, in urban areas - 24 and in rural areas - 20.

The teaching personnel employed in kindergartens are 19.5 thousand from which 1.2 thousand are directors without groups. In comparison with previous school year the total number of teaching personnel has increased by 118 persons or by 0.6%. 

Private kindergartens are an alternative for a very small number of parents. In 2009/2010 there are 48 licensed private kindergartens with 1 777 enrolled children; their relative share is only 0.8% of the total number of children in kindergartens.

GENERAL EDUCATION

In the beginning of the school year 2009/2010 there are classes in 2 121 general education schools
. Out of them 155 are primary schools, 1 383 - basic schools, 13 -  lower secondary schools, and 165 upper secondary and 405 - secondary general schools. In comparison with the previous school year because of closure or transformation the total number of general education schools has decreased by 50.
During 2009/2010 school year the number of students in all kinds of general education schools is 627.2 thousand, of which 114.7 thousand in rural areas. In comparison with the previous school year the number of students in general education decreased by 17.6 thousand or 2.7%. 
During the previous 2008/2009 school year for different reasons 15.5 thousand students have left the general education schools, of which 13.0 thousand are in basic education. The largest relative share of students who have left is that of students leaving because of family reasons - 7.9 thousand or 50.9% of all leaving students, followed by those who left because had gone abroad - 22.0%  and the share of those who left because of unwillingness to study is also considerable - 20.1%.

The early teaching of foreign languages is becoming more common for the beginning stages of the primary education. The relative share of children in general education schools who study foreign languages in the primary grades (I - IV) is 84.1%.
The largest share is towards English, which is learnt by 86.8% of students who is studying foreign languages.

In 2009, 54.4 thousand students graduated from basic education.

During the same year 35.8 thousand persons have graduated secondary education in the general education schools. At the same time 1.7 thousand finished 12th grade, but did not complete successfully the matriculation exams, which represents 4.6% of the total number of graduates.  
The total number of the teaching staff (directors and deputy directors with teaching activity employed in general education schools during the 2009/2010 school year is 48.3 thousand or 1.4 thousand less than the previous school year. 90.0% of the teachers are with tertiary education – an education-qualification degree of ‘Bachelor’ or ‘Master’ and 9.5% - with education-qualification degree - ‘Professional Bachelor’ (or the equivalent degree in past).
Women are predominant in the teaching profession (84.5% of the total number of teachers). 
There are 22 pupils on average for one class.
As of 1.10.2009 there are 66 active private general education schools in the country. Out of these there are 3 primary schools, 29 basic, 2 lower secondary, 29 secondary schools and 3 secondary general schools. There are 6 483 students studying in private general education schools. The number of students in the private sector is only 1.0% from the total number of students. 

In schools and classes for students with special educational needs are enrolled 5.0 thousand pupils or 1.6 thousand (24.3%) less in compassion with previous school year. 1 046 specialist teachers and 508 educators are taking care of their education and upbringing. 
VOCATIONAL EDUCATION AND TRAINING (VET)

Vocational education and training during the school year 2009/2010 is carried out in 21 art schools, 422 vocational gymnasiums, 5 vocational schools and 39 vocational colleges with enrollment after secondary education. The total number of the students in vocational education and training during the current school year is 164.8 thousand, and compared with the 2005/2006 school year it has decreased by 36.1 thousand or 18.0% and compared with the previous year - decreased by 3.9 thousand or 2.3%.
Boys are predominant in vocational education and training and are 60.5% of the total number of students.
The highest relative share is for students studying specialties in the field of ‘Engineering and engineering trades’ - 33.8% from the students in programmes for attainment of a third level professional qualification and 31.1% from those of a second level of professional qualification. The students are more interested also in the economic specialties in the field of ‘Business and administration’ - 17.7% from the students in programmes for attainment of a third level professional qualification and 18.1% from those of a second level of professional qualification.
During the present school year the total number of teachers working in VET schools is 14.6 thousand, of which 91.7% are high educated with education-qualification degree ‘Bachelor’ or ‘Master’. 
In 2009, 33.4 thousand persons have graduated with attainment of diploma for secondary education in art schools, vocational gymnasiums and vocational schools. Without successful completion of matriculation exams have been 5.4 thousand or 13.8% of total number of the graduates. 
In 2009, second and third level of professional qualification have been acquired respectively by 16.8 and 8.3 thousand persons.
582 students have acquired first level of professional qualification in vocational schools and classes with enrollment after VI, VII and VII grade.
In vocational colleges with enrollment after completed secondary education, 

1 651 people have acquired fourth level of professional qualification.

During the 2009/2010 school year 5 378 students are enrolled in 63 private VET schools.

In the number of students for 2009/2010 is also included 12.9 thousand persons aged 16 or more, who are enrolled in programmes for vocational training against payment in Vocational Training Centers, vocational gymnasiums and vocational colleges. According to the level of professional qualification, their distribution is the following: first level – 4.6 thousand, second level - 4.6 thousand and third and forth - 3.6 thousand.
In comparison with the previous year the number of enrolled students has decreased with 3.1 thousand persons or 19.5%. 
TERTIARY EDUCATION

The total number of the students in Bulgaria enrolled in the four education-qualification degrees (‘Professional bachelor’, ‘Bachelor’, ‘Master’ and ‘Doctor’) in the academic year 2009/2010 is 287.1 thousand and compared with the previous year - increased by 12.9 thousand. 
‘Professional bachelor’ education-qualification degree

During the 2009/2010 academic year for acquiring of the degree ‘Professional bachelor’ there are 28.9 thousand students totally, of which Bulgarian citizens are 28.7 thousand, or 99.1%. From the total number of the students 20.1 thousand or 69.5% students are enrolled in private colleges.
The number of the students in colleges has increased with 4.4% in comparison with the previous 2008/2009 academic year.
Figure 3. Students in colleges
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In the structure of the students by narrow fields of education, the highest relative share is that of students in the field of Business and Administration - 42.2% followed by the field of Social and Behavioural Science - 19.2% and Personal Services - 12.5%.

In 2009 the degree ‘Professional bachelor’ has been acquired by 6.8 thousand students of whom 98.5% are Bulgarian citizens. Among graduated students the highest number is that of the graduates in the narrow fields of Business and Administration - 3.0 thousand or 44.4% of the total, followed by graduates in the field of Personal Services - 1.2 thousand or 17.9% and Social and Behavioural science - 0.9 thousand or 12.8% of the total number of graduates.
The number of teaching staff in the colleges is 1 385 persons, of whom 608 or 43.9% are on a full time employment.
 ‘Bachelor’ and ‘Master’ education-qualification degrees

During the 2009/2010 academic year the number of the students, in the two education-qualification degrees ‘Bachelor’ and ‘Master’ is 254.3 thousand students. Of them 244.5 thousand or 96.2% are Bulgarian citizens. The students - Bulgarian citizens, has increased by 38.1 thousand in comparison with 2005/2006 academic year or 18.4% and by 11.1 thousand or 4.8% in comparison with the previous academic year.
Figure 4. Students in universities and specialized higher schools
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During the 2009/2010 academic year the number of foreign students in universities and specialized higher schools is 9.8 thousand or with 6.7% more than the previous academic year. The highest share of foreign students studying in Bulgaria comes from Turkey - 44.1% of the totals, followed by students from the former Yugoslav Rep. of Macedonia - 16.9% and Greece - 9.7%.
In the structure of the students by narrow fields of education, the highest relative share is that of students in the field of Business and Administration - 23.0%, followed by the field of Engineering and Engineering Trades - 14.1%. The share of students is the lowest in the fields of Veterinary and Life sciences - 0.6%, and Mathematics and Statistics - 0.3%. 
In private universities are enrolled 42.9 thousand students or 16.9% of the total number of the students. A constant increase of the students in the private universities is being observed since 2005/2006.  In comparison with the previous academic year their number has increased with 9.8%, and in comparison with the 2005/2006 academic year the increase is 26.7%.

The number of newly enrolled students - Bulgarian citizens for 2009/2010 academic year is 49 635 (49 763 for previous academic year).
The students, who continuing their education in Master programmes after an educational-qualification degree graduation (Professional Bachelor or Bachelor) is 23.7 thousand. Of them 2.3 thousand, or 9.6%, have been enrolled in post-professional bachelors' programmes.

In 2009, 50.4 thousand students have graduated with the degrees of ‘Bachelor’ and ‘Master’, of which 48.9 thousand are Bulgarian citizens. The relative share of students who have graduated is highest in the fields of Business and Administration – 32.6%, Social and Behavioural Sciences - 14.1%, Engineering and Engineering Trades - 12.6%. 

11.3% of the total number of graduates in ‘Bachelor’ and ‘Master’ qualification degrees have graduated in private universities.

The teaching staff in the universities and specialized higher schools is 21.3 thousand during 2009/2010 academic year. Regularly employed are 13.3 thousand or 62.3% of the total.
‘Doctor’ qualification and scientific degree

As of 31.12.2009, 3 850 Ph.D. students are enrolled in Bulgaria, as 50.5% of them are women. In comparison with the previous year 2008/2009 their number has decreased with 99 persons or 2.5%. In such a way, the trend of decrease is extended (started from 2005/2006) after its increase throughout the past years. The foreign Ph.D. students in Bulgaria are 225 or 5.8% of the total number of the students.

In the structure of Ph.D. male students by narrow fields of education, the highest relative share is that of those in the field of Engineering and Engineering Trades - 23.9%, followed by the one in the field of Health - 12.7%, Humanities - 9.0% and the Social and Behavioural Science – 8.9%. In the structure of the female students by narrow fields of education, the highest relative share is in the field of Social and Behavioural Science - 13.9%, followed by those in the field of Humanities - 12.1% and Health - 12.0%. 
During the 2009 the number of newly enrolled Ph.D. students is 1 193 from which 576 or 48.3% are women. The number of the new entrants has increased by 29.1% compared with the previous academic year.

Figure 5. New entrants in Ph.D. degree by citizenship

and academic year
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In 2009 a ‘Doctor’ degree has been acquired by 636 persons from which 327 females. 









































































































































































































































































































�Average annual data on the educational structure of the population are from the Labour Force Survey.


� Relative share (%) of the population aged 18 - 24 with secondary education and bellow to the population at the same age not participating in the education or training.


� Incl. three Bulgarian schools abroad, financed by state.
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