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Area under organic farming
	1. Indicator: Area under organic farming

	Short Description:
Unit of measurement:
	The indicator is defined as the share of total utilised agricultural area (UAA) occupied by organic farming (existing organically farmed areas and areas in process of conversion). Utilised agricultural area is the total area taken up by arable land, permanent grassland, permanent crops and kitchen gardens used by the holding, regardless of the type of tenure or if it is used as a part of common land. Unutilised agricultural land, wooded area and other land (occupied by buildings, farmyards, tracks, ponds, etc.) are excluded.
Percent

	2. Purpose and relevance of the indicator

	Organic farming is a method of production, which puts the highest emphasis on environmental protection and animal welfare considerations. This is accomplished by using, where possible, cultural, biological and mechanical methods in preference to fertilisers and pesticides. The indicator shows the extent of adoption of organic farming practices by European farmers, in terms of utilised agricultural land. Organic farming practices have lower environmental impacts. They avoid or largely reduce the use of synthetic chemical inputs such as fertilisers, pesticides, additives and medicinal products thus reducing environmental loading on soil and water resources and pressure on biodiversity. Organic farming improve the health of ecosystems, animals and people and increases income generation and communities selfreliance as well.

	3. Data availability, reference period and update of the data

	Availability:
	Data are available for the period  2005 - 2016

	Reference period:
	Annual

	Last update:
	December  2017

	4. Institution responsible for the development of the indicator:

	Eurostat


