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Water Exploitation Index (WEI)
	1. Indicator: Water exploitation index

	Short Description:
Unit of measurement:
	The water exploitation index illustrates the pressure of water abstraction on the available fresh water resources. WEI is calculated as a ratio between the total annual fresh water abstracted and the long-term annual average (LTAA) of renewable freshwater resources. 

	2. Purpose and relevance of the indicator

	The index depends on the level of abstraction for households, services, agriculture, industry, cooling in energy as well as available water resources. This indicator can identify whether the objectives for sustainable water use based on protection of water resources and related ecosystems are achieved.
It is considered that the warning threshold, which distinguishes a non-stressed region from a stressed one, is 20%. Severe water stress can occur in regions with WEI over than 40%. WEI less than 10% - non-stressed; WEI between 10 and 20% - low stress.

	3. Data availability, reference period and update of the data

	Availability:
	Data are available for the period 2000 - 2016

	Reference period:
	Annual; 

	Last update:
	December 2017

	4. Institution responsible for the development of the indicator:

	National Statistical  Institute


