
People killed in road accidents

The indicator measures road safety and presents the variation in the number of fatalities in road accidents. It reflects the quality of road infrastructure, vehicle safety standards, legal framework, law enforcement, and driver behavior.

Factors for the large number of fatalities are the old vehicle park, poor quality of road surface, insufficient road signaling at points of high concentration of accidents and last but not least - the behavior on the road.

Road safety is an important issue since because for the period 2000 - 2015 on average about 1100 people die every year on the roads of Bulgaria. There is a positive trend towards decrease of deaths in road accidents as in 2015 the persons killed in road accidents were 708 or by 30.0% less compared to 2000. 

The highest is the share of people killed in road accidents by drivers’ fault, which in 2000 was 88.6% from all the persons killed and increased to 94.5% in 2015. The share of fatalities by pedestrians’ fault has a considerably lower percentage and registered a drop from 7.6% in 2000 to 2.0% in 2015. 

In 2015 the highest number of fatalities in road accidents was registered in the South-West region (152) and the lowest - in the North-central region (80) – 21.5% and 11.3%, respectively from all killed during 2015.

Figure 1. People killed in road accidents (2000 = 100)
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