
Modernization of transport infrastructure

Data on which the indicators on modernization of road and railway infrastructure are based give information about the public road and railway network density of the country, the share of Motorways in the public road network, as well as about the share of electrified railway lines in the total railway network. This is just an initial approach to assess the availability of road and railway networks. Currently these indicators do not have any qualitative expressions as for example an assessment of the quality of road surface or of the level of construction of infrastructural innovations (bridges, two-level crossing etc.), quality of railway lines or the use of high-speed segments, etc.

Indicators on the density of public road network and length of the railway lines are flat indicators, which give quantitative measurement of the transport flows intensity of the country. In 2015 there were 178.9 km of roads and 49.4 km of railway lines per 1 000 km2 territory of Bulgaria.

The share of motorways in the public road network rose from 1.7% in 2005 to 3.7% in 2015. At the same time the share of the electrified railways lines was 67.9% from the total length of the railway network in the country. 

Figure 1. Density of the public road network and railway lines
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Figure 2. Share of motorways and elecrified railway lines
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In 2015 compared to 2000 the roads were 789 km more, of which 410 km are motorways, while the railway network decreases with 1032 km. 

The intensity of the railway network usage expressed as a ratio of tonne-kilometers or passenger-kilometers to the length of the railway lines registers a decrease during the period 2000 - 2015. The average annual drop rate for the period 2005 - 2015 was 2.5% for the freight transport and 3.3% for the passenger railway transport.
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		Modernization of transport infrastructure, by type

		Indicators		Unit of measurement		2000		2001		2002		2003		2004		2005		2006		2007		2008		2009		2010		2011		2012		2013		2014		2015

						171.7		171.7		173.7		173.5		173.6		173.8		174.5		175.0		175.1		175.1		175.3		175.8		176.6		177.3		177.7		178.9

		Share of motorways in the total lenght public road network		%		1.7		1.7		1.7		1.7		1.7		1.7		2.0		2.2		2.2		2.2		2.2		2.3		2.8		3.1		3.1		3.7

						58.7		57.7		57.5		57.3		56.2		54.3		54.0		53.8		53.4		53.0		52.5		51.0		51.0		49.9		49.5		49.4

		Share of the electrified railways lines from the the total railways lines lenght		%		59.3		61.4		61.4		61.5		62.4		64.9		65.8		65.0		65.3		65.3		65.1		67.4		67.4		68.1		67.9		67.9

		Source: National Statistical Institute.
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