
Low reading literacy performance of pupils
      Reading literacy is defined as understanding, using and reflecting written texts, in order to develop one’s knowledge and potential and to participate in the social life. The data are coming from the Programme for International Student Assessment (PISA) which is an internationally standartized assessment that was developed by the OECD. This programme observes the students who are generally of 15-years-old and attending school in the territory of the country, irrespective of school type of training and the grade they are in (but not less than VII grade).  
 Levels of reading literacy is very accurate and reliable indicator of future economic and social well-being of the individual and the society. Proficiency at Level 1 and below means that the pupils are not likely to demonstrate success on the most basic type of reading that PISA seeks to measure. Such students have serious difficulties in using reading literacy as an effective tool to advance and extend their knowledge and skills in other areas.
The students who received a result below the critical in PISA 2012 represent 39.4% of all bulgarian students.

Figure 1. Share of the 15-year-old pupils at level 1 or below of the PISA combined

reading literacy scale
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� Bulgaria did not participate in PISA 2003.






