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Voter turnout in EU and national parliamentary elections
The indicator is calculated by dividing the number of votes by the number of names on the voters' register. A high turnout is generally considered an evidence of the legitimacy of the current system and is related to fundamental principles of sustainable development such as “open and democratic society” and “involvement of citizens”. The data of the different Member States are not fully comparable due to the usage of different methodologies.
During the period 2011 - 2013 the EU-27 average voter turnout in national elections (source: Eurostat) remained relatively constant, as in 2013 it was 68.0%. In Bulgaria in 2014 (source: Central Election Committee) can be noticed that there is a gradual decrease in the voters’ confidence in the national election processes in comparison with 2005, since the percentage of voters decreased from 55.8 to 48.7.
At the European parliamentary elections in 2014 voted 42.54% on average for EU-28 (source: Eurostat). In Bulgaria the voter turnout decreased from 37.5% at the elections in 2009 to 35.8% in 2014 (source: Central Election Committee).
Figure 1. Voter turnout in European and national parliamentary elections
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