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ESTABLISHMENT AND DEVELOPMENT OF THE NATIONAL 
STATISTICAL INSTITUTION IN BULGARIA 

On 19 August 1881, with Decree No 712 by knyaz Alexander I, 
the Statistical Division was established as an independant
Statistical Office at the Ministry of Education. 

On 25 June 1880, with Decree No 296 by knyaz Alexander I, 
was formed the Statistical Organizational Division at the 
Ministry of Finance. 

THE BEGINNING



DEVELOPMENT OF STATISTICS

Statistics Act - the National Statistical Institute (NSI) was established. 

Creation of a Syndicate Council – consultancy body at the President of NSI 
A collective labor agreement was signed for the �rst time at NSI.

Conduction of the Third Peer Review of the Bulgarian National statistical system in the framework of 
Bulgaria’s membership in the European statistical system

Statistics Act, constructed in accordance with the EU legislation

NSI managed for the �rst time the meetings of the 
working group ‘Statistics’ in the framework of the 
Bulgarian presidency of the EU Council.

Conduction of the �rst hybrid Census (online and by interview) of the 
population and the housing fund  

NSI of the Republic of Bulgaria became full member of the 
Committee on Economics and Policy in the �eld of Statistics 
of the Organization for Economic Cooperation and 
Development (OECD).

Law on the Directorate of Statistics of the Bulgarian Principality 

First Household Budget Survey 

1880

Law on the General Directorate of Statistics of 
the Bulgarian Kingdom

Тhe �rst Statistical yearbook of the Bulgarian 
Kingdom was published.  

First Clerical sta� census

First All-economy census 

Conduction of an agricultural survey, in 
which for the �rst time 
the sampling method was used in the 
data collection process.

NSI was coordinator of the Organization of 
the Black Sea Economic (BSEC) in the �eld of 
statistics for 2 years.

6 regional statistical o�ces were 
formed, as well as ‘Statistical surveys’ 
departments in each regional city. 

The Bulgarian statistics became full 
member of the European statistical system.

Conduction of a global assessment of 
the National statistical system by 
Eurostat 

A network of local statistical bodies was created for 
the �rst time in all municipalities with population 
over 50 000 people.

The Statistical Division transformed into 
an independant Statistical o�ce. 

The regional statistical o�ces were established.

Conduction of the �rst Population census as 
of 1 January 1881Establishment of Statistical organizational division 

at the Ministry of �nance (25 June 1880)

End of the negotiations on Chapter 12 ‘Statistics’ from 
the negotiating process for accession to the EU
  
 The Strategy for the development of statistics by 2006 
was developed and approved for the �rst time.

‘Statistics’ Journal was published for the �rst time.



‘Monitoring and Assessment of the 
Environment’ Directorate at the 
Executive Environment Agency

‘Analysis, Planning 
and Forecasting’ 

Directorate  

Employment Agency

‘Expertise of the Work Capacity and 
Accidents at Work’ Department at 

‘Social Security and Short Term 
Payments’ Directorate  

‘National Health Data and 
e-Health’ Directorate at the 

National Center of Public Health 
and Analyses 

‘Information Systems and Analytical 
Activity’ Directorate at the National 

Customs Agency
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Executive Agency for Fisheries 
and Aquaculture

‘Agrostatistics’ Department at 
General directorate ‘Agriculture 

and Regional Policy’ 

MINISTRY OF 
ENVIRONMENT AND WATER

‘Analyses and Prognosis’ 
Directorate at the National 

Revenue Agency

‘Intrastat’ Directorate the 
National Revenue Agency 

‘Administrative, Legal and Finance Services’ 
Directorate at Directorate General Civil 

Aviation Administration
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Executive Agency ‘Maritime 
Administration’
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health inspections
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STATISTICAL ACTIVITY IN THE REPUBLIC OF BULGARIA 2025

• Business tendencies
• Indicators for monitoring of national, 
• European and international strategies and 

programmes
• Environment statistics and environmental 

accounts
• Housing fund statistics
• Regional statistics and GIS
• Science, technologies and 
• innovations
• Information society 

 55TOTAL NUMBER OF SURVEYS - 305 STATISTICAL BODIES -
Conducted by 

NSI - 250

VISION The vision of the national statistical system is to produce 
and provide to all groups of users statistical products and 
services of high quality, produced by harmonized European 
methodologies and standards. 

MISSION The mission of the National statistical system of the 
Republic of Bulgaria is to provide neutral, objective, 
timely and accurate information on the status and trends 
in the development of the economy, the social field, 
demography and environment.

MACROECONOMIC STATISTICS BUSINESS STATISTICS

MULTI-DOMAIN STATISTICS QUALITY, ICT, STATISTICAL 
INFRASTRUCTURE

AGRICULTURE, FORESTRY AND 
FISHING STATISTICS 

DEMOGRAPHIC AND SOCIAL STATISTICS

• Demographic statistics
• Labour Market
• Education and Lifelong Learning
• Culture
• Public Health and health and safety 
• working conditions
• Income and living conditions
• Social protection
• Criminality and justice

• Annual economic accounts
• Quarterly accounts
• Government �nance statistics
• Monitoring of the own resources
• Consumer prices

• Quality management  
• Information and communication technologies
• Development of the statistical information 

systems
• Methodology, statistical and metadata, 
• classi�cations and standards
• Dissemination of the statistical information

• Prices and economic accounts in agriculture
• Forestry statistics
• Fishing statistics
• Structure of agriculture farms
• Production of agriculture products
• Usage of territory and land cover
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• Annual Business Statistics, non-�nancial 
enterprises

• Annual Business Statistics, �nancial 
• enterprises and non-pro�t enterprises 
• Short term business statistics
• Energy statistics
• Transport
• Tourism
• Business register
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THE EUROPEAN STATISTICAL SYSTEM 2024
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POPULATION BY CENSUS YEAR

6 437 360 48.1%51.9%

2024

FEMALE MALE

8 948 649

6 519 789

5 478 741
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43

24

143

276

36
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DIVORCES

DEATHS

EMIGRANTS

LIVE BIRTHS

IMMIGRANTS

MARRIAGES

NSI data for 2024

ON AN AVERAGE DAY IN BULGARIA:  



0.6%

202.9
BILLION BGN 

GDP of Bulgaria

LABOUR FORCE

POPULATION

MALEFEMALE

COMPLETED TERTIARY EDUCATION

SHARE OF RENEWABLES IN NET ELECTRICITY GENERATION

4.2%

30.6%

5.9%

1.4%
   6.4 million

UNEMPLOYMENT RATE

of the population
of the European union

 of EU GDP 

(relative share of the unemployed persons from 
the economically active population (the labour force)).

47.2%

BULGARIA

37.7%

42.1%

62.3%

57.9%

NSI and Eurostat data for 2024

BULGARIA IN THE EUROPEAN UNION



THOUSAND2 932.9

EMPLOYED PERSONS

127.4

UNEMPLOYED PERSONS

THOUSAND

MALEFEMALE

URBAN RURAL

MALEFEMALE

URBAN RURAL

NSI data for 2024

1 378.7
THOUSAND

1 554.1
THOUSAND

56.1
THOUSAND

2 289.6
THOUSAND

643.3
THOUSAND

71.4
THOUSAND

75.0
THOUSAND

52.4
THOUSAND

THE LABOUR FORCE IN BULGARIA



FOR WHAT PURPOSE PEOPLE IN BULGARIA USE INTERNET?

71.4%

65.0%

64.9%

61.9%

31.3%

39.8%

48.3%

52.4%for telephone (audio) and 
video calls 

for exchange of messages 
in real time

for sending/receiving emails (е-mail)

for participation in social media

for searching health information

for online banking

for �nding information for 
goods and services

for reading news websites and 
newspapers online 

NSI data for 2024

INFORMATION SOCIETY



GROSS VALUE ADDED 

71.8%176.8

SERVICES

25.8% 2.4%

INDUSTRY
AGRICULTURE 

AND FORESTRY
127.0 45.6

4.2

77.3%31.5

202.9

FINAL
CONSUMPTION 
EXPENDITURE

20.4%
2.3%

GROSS CAPITAL 
FORMATION

NET EXPORTS
BILLION BGN 

BY CURRENT PRICES

THOUSAND BGN 
PER CAPITA

156.9 41.3
4.7

GROSS DOMESTIC PRODUCT

(EXPORT - IMPORT)

NSI preliminary data for 2024
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NATIONAL ACCOUNTS



MAIN POLLUTION SOURCES

99.4%
OF THE POPULATION 
IS CONNECTED 
TO WASTEWATER 
TREATMENT PLANTS

OF THE POPULATION 
IS CONNECTED TO 
URBAN WASTEWATER
COLLECTING SYSTEM 

OF THE POPULATION 
IS CONNECTED TO 
PUBLIC WATER SUPPLY

75.2% 67.4%

DO YOU KNOW WHAT PART OF THE POPULATION IN BULGARIA 
IS CONNECTED TO WATER SERVICES?

58% 34 548

11%
31%

INDUSTRIAL COMBUSTIBLE
PROCESSES

PRODUCTION PROCESSES

Thousand tonsCARBON DIOXIDE

OTHER SOURCES

NSI data for 2023

ENVIRONMENT

CO2



1880 - 2025

The results will be published 
on 27 July 2025 on NSI's website

Until 11 July 2025

11
July

In order to participate in our attractive 
raffle, just send a selfie from the 
exhibition with the image you like with 
your names to email: 

ANSWER THE QUIZ:

SCAN 
AND WIN!

27
July
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PLAY WITH STATISTICS
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