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"the past is the key to the present"
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The Cambrian explosion of GGIM
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Drivers for the current (r)evolution

• European Statistical  System

• UN-GGIM

• Open Data

• INSPIRE and other Spatial Data Infrastructures

• Technology

• New architecture for statistics and geospatial 
information in Europe
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I European Statistical System
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II UN-GGIM

Working Party on Regional Statistics 1-2 October 2012 9
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UN-GGIM Committee of Experts
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UN-GGIM Inventory of issues
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Demand for linking statistics to a 
location

• Demand from politics

• Sustainable development (EU2020, Rio20+), 
territorial cohesion and regional development

• Demand from statistics

• more efficiency in statistical production, facing 
competition from private data providers, adding 
the ‘where’ to the ‘what’ and ‘when’ will help us to 
understand the ‘why’
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UN-GGIM Europe

• Regional committees explicitly encouraged by 
ECOSOC

• European Committee
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UN-GGIM Europe focus points
• 2) Provide an overview of National Location strategies and overall data 

policy frameworks (e.g. EU Public Sector Information and Open Data 
initiative) adopted or under development in European countries and at the 
EU level

• 3) Integrate the statistical component into the geospatial framework

• 4) Provide material and examples of legal and technical institutional 
arrangements (National data sharing frameworks, INSPIRE, SEIS)

• 5) Impact analysis of the implementation of INSPIRE, e.g. on the use of 
geospatial information by administrations and citizens

• 13) Agreements on the implementation of open core global reference 
datasets free of charge at the point of use

• 17) Protocols and policies for exchange of geospatial and statistical data

• 20) Integrate the European Statistical System in the vision for a 
coordinated geospatial information management at the European level
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UN-GGIM Expert Group on the 
integration of statistics and 
geospatial information

• Report of the Australian Bureau of Statistics on developing

• a statistical-geospatial framework
• http://unstats.un.org/unsd/statcom/doc13/2013-2-ProgReview-E.pdf

• UNECE census recommendations 2020 round of censuses 
(1km² as recommendation).
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http://unstats.un.org/unsd/statcom/doc13/2013-2-ProgReview-E.pdf
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III Open Data

• G8 initiative

• Free and open access to government data

• Explicit reference to geospatial information and 
statistics (including census information) as areas 
for open data

• Open Data portals

• https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/open-data-charter/g8-open-
data-charter-and-technical-annex
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IV EFGS

• Community of users and producers of information

• Brings together practitioners from different 
disciplines, not just statisticians

• Training, best practices, the GEOSTAT projects

• A network of experts

• Most important driving force for the integration of 
statistics and geospatial information within the 
ESS
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Mapping 
Agencies
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UN-GGIM

ESS

Open Data

EFGS as a catalyst?



Our integration project: 2020 Population and housing 
census based on point based administrative data
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