3. ADVISORY BODY/STATISTICAL COUNCIL/COMMITTEE (OR ITS EQUIVALENT) 
According to the Law on Statistics the National Statistical Council operates attached to NSI President. The Council is a consultative body and has a function to give opinions and recommendations on the Strategy for Development of NSS for each period of five years and to discuss and support the implementation of the annual National Statistical Programme and Report on Activities of the NSI. The National Statistical Council consists of representatives of all Bodies of Statistics, BNB, academic society and different groups of respondents and users. 
3.1. Composition and structure
The National Statistical Council is headed by Chairperson.
The Council shall comprise the members, as follows:

1. Intrastat Directorate, National Revenue Agency – Ministry of Finance;

2. Customs Statistics and Analyses Department in Customs Statistics and Automation Directorate of National Customs Agency - Ministry of Finance;

3. Agrarian Statistics Department in Directorate General “Agriculture, Forestry and Land Relations” – Ministry of Agriculture and Food;

4. National Center of Health Informatics – Ministry of Health;

5. Department "Ports" in Inspection Activities Directorate of Executive Agency "Maritime administration" - Ministry of Transport, Information Technology and Communications;

6. Registers and Statistics Department in Administrative Directorate of Directorate General "Civil Aviation Administration" - Ministry of Transport, Information Technology and Communications;

7. Directorate General "Analyses, Planning and Prognoses" – National Social Security Institute;

8. Environmental Monitoring and Assessment Directorate of Executive Environment Agency - Ministry of Environment and Water;

9. one member representing the Bulgarian National Bank;

10. three members representing the academic society;

11. members representing different groups of the respondents and users.
The members of the Council shall be appointed by the President of NSI for a term of five years. If a member resigns before the expire of his or her term of office, he or she shall be replaced by a new member, appointed by the President of NSI. The members of the Council shall be dismissed by the President of NSI.
3.2. Functioning and main tasks

The main functions and tasks of the National Statistical Council are as follows: to give opinion and recommendations on a Strategy for Development of the National Statistical System for every five-year period; to discuss the proposals of the statistical authorities and to give recommendations for including in the draft National Statistical Programme specific statistical surveys, defined by type, scope and implementation staff; to support the activities in the National Statistical System for implementation of the National Statistical Programme; to set up working groups on specific statistical issues in accordance with its competences.

The Chairperson of the Council shall: manage and represent the Council; convene and chair the meetings; propose a meeting agenda to be approved by the Council members; report the council activities to the President of NSI.
In case of absence of the Chairperson, the council meeting shall be managed by a council member who is assigned by the Chairperson as a deputy.
The members of the Council shall: attend the meetings and participate in decision-making of the Council; submit proposals regarding actual issues on development and coordination of the National Statistical System; inform the Council about the implementation of activity performed by them or by represented structural units concerning National Statistical System; respond for implementation of the Council decisions concerning their fields of work.
3.3. Decision making process

The decisions shall be taken with open voting and simple majority of all Council members.

The minutes shall be kept for each meeting and all present Council members shall sign the minutes “in favour” or “note of dissent”.
In cases of “note of dissent” the relevant Council member shall justify it in a written form and shall submit it not later than three days after the date of the meeting. The justification shall be inseparably linked with the minutes.
