2. DESCRIPTION OF THE NATIONAL STATISTICAL SYSTEM
The National Statistical System of the Republic of Bulgaria is part of the European Statistical System and carries out activities related to collecting, processing, analyzing and storing/archiving of statistical data, as well as activities related to provision and dissemination of official statistics information. The National Statistical System consists of the National Statistical Institute, the Other National Authorities and the Bulgarian National Bank.

2.1. Role of the NSI in the NSS 

The National Statistical Institute, in compliance with its functions and tasks, has the responsibility and the right to act as a methodological focal point of the National Statistical System. The statistical activity of the state is coordinated by National Statistical Institute.
According to the Law on Statistics, the statistical activities shall be carried out in compliance with the following principles: professional independence, impartiality, objectivity, reliability, statistical secret and cost efficiency. 
See Annex 2.1.NSI Role_EN.xls

 2.2.
Mission and vision, governance, chairmanship, composition and working arrangements. Decision making process. Coordinating body, composition, functioning and main tasks (if applicable).

The mission and the vision of development of National Statistical System are laid down in the Strategy for development of the National Statistical System of the Republic of Bulgaria, 2013-2017. 

The following principles play a leading role in the system‘s activity for the 2013–2017 period: Professional independence; Impartiality and objectivity; Commitment for high quality; Strictly observing the statistical confidentiality; Adequacy of resources; Cost effectiveness and Active cooperation and coordination within NSS and ESS.
MISSION

The mission of the National Statistical System of the Republic of Bulgaria is to provide impartial, objective, timely and accurate information about the state and directions for development of economic, social, demographic and environmental field. 

VISION

“The National Statistical System to produce and provide to all user groups high quality statistical products and services, produced based on harmonized European methodologies and standards”. 

The mission and vision for development of the National Statistical System (NSS) will be accomplished by keeping the Fundamental Principles of Official Statistics of the United Nations, as well as the principles, laid down in the European Statistics Code of Practice.

The main objective for NSS development for the 2013 – 2017 period is to improve the development, production and dissemination of quality statistical information about all user groups according to their information needs. 
The development of NSS in the period 2013-2017 imposes the implementation of the following main objectives: 

· Provision of objective, timely and reliable statistical information on the economic, social and demographic development and environment at national and regional level.
· Implementation of new data sources and instruments for improving the production and increasing the quality of statistical products and services. 
· Enhencing the professional and organizational capacity of NSS. 
· Implementation of innovative and effective information and communication tehnologies and e-services.
Priorities
Priorities of NSS development, important for implementation of the main objectives for the 2013– 2017 period, are as follows:

· Provision of statistical indicators for development, monitoring and evaluation of European, national and regional policies.

· Updating the existing ones and development of indicators for surveys on new phenomena and processes.

· Extending the scope of provided statistical products and services.

· Establishing conditions for production and integration of spatial (georeferenced) information with statistical information.

· Expanding the use of administrative registers and information systems for statistical purposes.

· Using innovative ICT and instruments for collection of primary data.

· Implementing a systematic approach for quality management and control in NSS.

· Establishing a motivating work environment and development of professional capacity of the employees in NSS.

· Adapting the organisation of work in NSS towards contemporary information and communication technologies.

· Cooperation and partnership between institutions of NSS and users.

· Establishment of the NSS as an active member of the European Statistical System and the international statistical community.

· Active cooperation with the academic society in the development of new statistical methods, products and services.

· Development of information systems and e-services in order to reduce the respondents’ burden, increase the quality of statistical information and improve the methods of its dissemination.

· Implementation of unified European IT tools, products and standards in order to ensure conditions for integration and harmonisation of statistical production process in the framework of ESS.

· Increasing the effectiveness and allocation of resources in the data center by implementation of best practice and technologies for infrastructure management.

· Development and upgrading of server and communication infrastructure and personal equipment in order to ensure the ICT development and provision of new services.

Along with the general horizontal priorities, the NSS  has specific priorities for development that are related to the methodology development, enrichment of the contents of the existing surveys, implementation of ad-hoc modules and enlargement of the existing surveys, implementation of new surveys and indicators in the following domains: 
· Demographic and social statistics;
· Macroeconomic statistics;
· Business statistics;
· Agriculture, Forestry and Fishery statistics
· Multi-domain statistics;
· Statistical infrastructure.
GOVERNANCE
CHAIRMANSHIP
COMPOSITION AND WORKING ARRANGEMENTS
The National Statistical System consists of the National Statistical Institute (NSI), the statistical authorities and the Bulgarian National Bank. The statistical authorities shall be national authorities or their structural units, which shall develop, produce and disseminate statistical information.
The statistical authorities shall be designated as such and shall be included in the National Statistical System by an order of the Prime Minister on a joint proposal from the heads of relevant institutions and the President of the National Statistical Institute for a term of 5 years.

A statistical authority which no longer develops, produces and disseminates statistical information shall be excluded from the National Statistical System and shall be deprived of the statistical authority capacity by an order of the Prime Minister on a proposal from the President of the National Statistical Institute.

BODIES OF STATISTICS
LIST of the structural units at the State Administration, which are Bodies of Statistics according to the Law on Statistics, Article 3, Para 3*

	BODIES OF STATISTICS
	ADMINISTRATION

	Intrastat Directorate at National Revenue Agency
	MINISTRY OF FINANCE

	Customs Statistics and Analyses Department in Customs Statistics and Automation Directorate of National Customs Agency
	

	Agrostatistics Department at Agriculture and Land Relations Directorate
	MINISTRY OF AGRICULTURE AND FOOD

	Data on National Health and e-Health Directorate of National Center for Public Health and Analyses and Medical Activities Directorates of Regional Health Inspectorates
	MINISTRY OF HEALTH

	Ports Department at Inspection Activities Directorate of Executive Agency "Maritime administration"at Executive Agency “Port  Administration”
	MINISTRY OF TRANSPORT, INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY AND COMMUNICATIONS

	Registers and Statistics Department at Administrative Directorate of Directorate General "Civil Aviation Administration"
	

	Analyses, Planning and Prognoses Directorate
	NATIONAL SOCIAL SECURITY INSTITUTE

	Environmental Monitoring and Assessment Directorate of Executive Environment Agency
	 MINISTRY OF ENVIRONMENT AND WATER


	Note:
	*The List is the same as of Bulgarian version as of  August 2014. 

Link: http://www.nsi.bg/en/content/190/basic-page/bodies-statistics


 The National Statistical System carries out activities related to: collection, processing, analyzing and storage of statistical data; provision and dissemination of statistical information in the country.
DECISION MAKING PROCESS
COORDINATING BODY, COMPOSITION, FUNCTIONING AND MAIN TASKS
2.3. Description of legislative process for regulating statistical tasks (if applicable)

The National Statistical System consists of NSI, statistical bodies and Bulgarian National Bank. The statistical bodies are public bodies or their structural links, that develop, produce and distribute statistical information. The National Statistical System performs statistical activities by conducting statistical surveys and activities, included in the National Statistical Program. NSI coordinate the statistical activity of the State.

The National Statistical Council is a consultative body to the President of NSI.
2.4. Other national authorities in the NSS (list of other national authorities, their legal status, their statistical products and competences.).
The Other National Authorities (ONAs) are state bodies or structural units in ministries, institutions or other central or territorial bodies of the executive authorities, which carry out a statistical activity. The ONAs are defined as such and included within NSS by an Order of the Prime Minister, according to Art.3, para. 3 of the Statistics Act and based on a joint proposal, made by the heads of respective institution and NSI President for a period of five years.
See Annex 2.4.Table-summary ONAs.doc

