1. DESCRIPTION OF THE NSI:
1.1.
Legal status of the NSI

The statistical activity in the Republic of Bulgaria is regulated by the Statistics Act (promulgated, State Gazette No 57/1999, last amended, State Gazette No 38/18.05.2012 in force from 1 July 2012), Law for Protection of Personal Data, Electronic Government Act and a significant number of EC Regulations in the field of statistics. 
The National Statistical Institute carries out independent statistical activity of the State and other activities assigned by law. It has the status of a state agency, with headquarters in Sofia. 

The National Statistical Institute is a legal entity supported by the public budget.

The National Statistical Institute consists of a Head Office and territorial statistical offices.
The National Statistical Institute is a first degree depositor with budget resources. The Regional Statistical Offices (RSOs) are second degree depositors with budget resources.

In pursuance of the law, the statistical activity in the Republic of Bulgaria is carried out by National Statistical Institute (NSI), Bodies of Statistics and Bulgarian National Bank. NSI has a status of a state agency with Head Office and 28 Regional Statistical Offices.

1.2. Strategy with mission and vision

The Strategy for Development of the National Statistical System of the Republic of Bulgaria, 2013-2017 is the main strategic document for the development of the National Statistical System. It is elaborated by National Statistical Institute, in collaboration with the Other National Authorities and Bulgarian National Bank, in pursuance of Art.7, para.1, p. 3 of the Law on Statistics. According to the Strategy the main objective for National Statistical System development is to improve the development, production and dissemination of quality statistical information about all user groups according to their information needs. The main objectives for the development of NSS are defined on the base of user needs, priorities in the European Statistical Programme in the period 2013-2017, the significance of providing quality statistical information for development, monitoring and evaluation of different policies, the extent of respondents’ burden and the expenditures for conduction of surveys.

See Annex 1.2 Strategy 2013-2017_EN.pdf

1.3. Procedure of appointment of the Head of the NSI

The National Statistical Institute is managed by a President appointed by decision of the Council of Ministers for a term of 7 years, but for no more than two mandates. The President is appointed by the Prime Minister. There are no recruitment procedure and key requirements set in the Law for selection of the NSI President.
1.4. Location of seat(s) of the NSI and, if applicable, of the regional offices or its equivalent

The National Statistical Institute consists of Head Office (HO) and 28 Regional Statistical Offices (RSOs). The HO of the NSI is located in Sofia. The Regional statistical offices are situated in regional cities.
1.5. Organisational structure of the NSI

There are 5 departments in the Head Office (3 specialized and 2 general administration). The RSOs perform mainly collection and primary processing of statistical data. The number of the staff in the NSI as of the end of 2013 was 1 119 employees, 334 of them in HO and 785 in RSOs
.

The functions and the tasks of the directorates, departments and the officials within NSI and RSOs are defined in the Organization Rules and different job descriptions.

See Annex 1.5 Organization chart_EN.ppt
1.6. List of main legal act(s) with a short description

Legal basis:

National Legal Acts

1. Statistics Act - This Act shall govern the public relations related to carrying out statistical activity by the National Statistical System.

2. Administration Act - This Act regulates the structure of the administration, the basic principles of organization of the operation thereof, the positions therein, and the principal requirements for occupation of the said positions.
3. Code of Civil Procedure - This Code regulates proceedings in civil cases.
4. Labour Code - This Code shall regulate the industrial relations between the factory or office worker and the employer, as well as other relations immediately associated with them.
5. Social Insurance Code - This Code shall regulate the social relations concerning:

1. public social insurance against common disease, employment injury, occupational disease, maternity, unemployment, old age and death;

2. supplementary social insurance, which includes:

(a) supplementary compulsory retirement insurance against old age and death;
(b)  supplementary voluntary retirement insurance in funds for supplementary voluntary retirement insurance against old age, disablement and death and in funds for supplementary voluntary retirement insurance under occupational schemes against old age;
(c) supplementary voluntary unemployment and/or vocational-training insurance.
6. Civil Servants Act - This Act regulates the formation, content and termination of a civil-service relationship between the State and a civil servant in the course of, and in connection with, the performance of civil service, save in so far as otherwise provided by a special law.
7. 2014 State Budget of the Republic of Bulgaria Act – 
Adopts the 2014 executive budget with revenues, aid and donations;

Adopts the 2014 executive budget with expenditure, budget relationships and the contribution to the European Union budget;

Approves the budget balance of the 2014 executive budget;

Approves the net transactions in the part of the financing of the executive budget balance.
8. State Property Act - This Act shall regulate the acquisition, management, and disposition of properties and movables constituting state property, as well as the deed procedure for properties constituting state property, unless otherwise provided for in a special law.
9. Public Procurement Act - This Act establishes the principles, terms and procedure for the award of public procurements for the purpose of ensuring efficiency in the spending of on-budget and off-budget resources, as well as of the resources associated with the carrying out of relevant public activities specified in the Act.
10. Classified Information Protection Act - This Act governs the public relations arising in connection with the generation, the processing, and the storing of classified information, and lays down the conditions and procedure for the release thereof and the access thereto.
11. Personal Data Protection Act - This Act shall regulate the protection of rights of individuals with regard to the processing of their personal data.
12. Access to Public Information Act - This Act regulates the social relations pertaining to the right of access to public information, as well as to the re-use of public sector information.
13. 2011 Population Census and Census of Housing in the Republic of Bulgaria Act - This Act is intended to govern the preparation, organisation and conducting of the Population Census and Housing Census in the Republic of Bulgaria in 2011, hereinafter referred to as the "Census".
14. Act on Statistics Relating to Intra-Community Trading of Goods - This Act shall regulate:
1. the compiling of statistics relating to the intra-Community trading of goods between the Republic of Bulgaria and the Member States of the European Union, in accordance with the regulations of the European Union in this field:

(a) Regulation (EC) No 638/2004 of the European Parliament and of the Council of 31 March 2004 on Community statistics relating to the trading of goods between Member States and repealing Council Regulation (EEC) No 3330/91, hereinafter referred to as "Regulation (EC) No 638/2004";

(b) Regulation (EC) No 222/2009 of the European Parliament and of the Council of 11 March 2009 amending Regulation (EC) No 638/2004 on Community statistics relating to the trading of goods between Member States (OJ L 87/160 of 31March 2009);

(c) Commission Regulation (EC) No 1982/2004 of 18 November 2004 implementing Regulation (EC) No 638/2004 of the European Parliament and of the Council on Community statistics relating to the trading of goods between Member States and repealing Commission Regulations (EC) No 1901/2000 and (EEC) No 3590/92, hereinafter referred to as "Regulation (EC)No 1982/2004";

(d) Commission Regulation (EC) No 1915/2005 of 24 November 2005 amending Regulation (EC) No 1982/2004 with regard to the simplification of the recording of the quantity and specifications on particular movements of goods;

(e) Commission Regulation (EU) No 91/2010 of 2 February 2010 amending Regulation (EC) No 1982/2004 implementing Regulation (EC) No 638/2004 of the European Parliament and of the Council on Community statistics relating to the trading of goods between Member States, as regards the list of goods excluded from statistics, the communication of information by the tax administration and quality assessment (OJ L 31/1 of 3 February 2010);

(f) Commission Regulation (EU) No 96/2010 of 4 February 2010 amending Regulation (EC) No 1982/2004 implementing Regulation (EC) No 638/2004 of the European Parliament and of the Council on Community statistics relating to the trading of goods between Member States, as regards the simplification threshold, trade by business characteristics, specific goods and movements and nature of transaction codes (OJ L 34/1 of 5 February 2010);

2. the functions and powers of the competent authorities for the purpose of compiling statistics relating to the intra-Community trading of goods;

3. the "Intrastat" system.
See Annex 1.6 List of main legal acts National Legal Acts.rar 
European Legal Acts

1. REGULATION (EU) No 99/2013 OF THE EUROPEAN PARLIAMENT AND OF THE COUNCIL  of 15 January 2013  on the European statistical programme 2013-17
2. COMMISSION DECISION  of 17 September 2012  on Eurostat  (2012/504/EU)
3. COMMUNICATION FROM THE COMMISSION TO THE EUROPEAN PARLIAMENT AND THE COUNCIL of 15 April 2011 Towards robust quality management for European Statistics - The aim of this Communication is to set out a strategy that would give the European Union a quality management framework for statistics related to enhanced economic policy coordination which includes mechanisms to ensure the high quality of statistical indicators.
4. REGULATION (EC) No 223/2009 OF THE EUROPEAN PARLIAMENT AND OF THE COUNCIL of 11 March 2009 on European statistics and repealing Regulation (EC, Euratom) No 1101/2008 of the European Parliament and of the Council on the transmission of data subject to statistical confidentiality to the Statistical Office of the European Communities, Council Regulation (EC) No 322/97 on Community Statistics, and Council Decision 89/382/EEC, Euratom establishing a Committee on the Statistical Programmes of the European Communities
5. DECISION No 1578/2007/EC OF THE EUROPEAN PARLIAMENT AND OF THE COUNCIL of 11 December 2007 on the Community Statistical Programme 2008 to 2012
6. European Statistics Code of Practice for the National and Community Statistical Authorities, adopted by the European Statistical System Committee 28th September 2011 - The European Statistics Code of Practice is based on 15 Principles covering the institutional environment, the statistical production processes and the output of statistics. A set of indicators of good practice for each of the Principles provides a reference for reviewing the implementation of the Code. The quality criteria for European Statistics are defined in European Statistical Law
7. COMMUNICATION FROM THE COMMISSION TO THE EUROPEAN PARLIAMENT AND THE COUNCIL of 14 November 2006 on reduction of the response burden, simplification and priority-setting in the field of Community statistics COM (2006) 693, final
8. COMMUNICATION FROM THE COMMISSION TO THE EUROPEAN PARLIAMENT AND THE COUNCIL of 10 August 2009 on the production method of EU statistics: a vision for the next decade COM(2009) 404 final
9. COMMUNICATION FROM THE COMMISSION TO THE COUNCIL AND THE EUROPEAN PARLIAMENT of 20 August 2009 GDP and beyond, Measuring progress in a changing world COM(2009) 433 final
See Annex 1.6 List of main legal acts European Legal Acts.rar
1.7. Main characteristics of the Statistical programme

The National Statistical Programme (NSP) is elaborated by NSI in accordance with Chapter Three of the Law on Statistics for each calendar year considering the proposals of the statistical authorities. The National Statistical Council considers the National Statistical Programme. The Programme is adopted by the Council of Ministers. The NSP defines the tasks of NSI and the Other National Authorities Statistics which should be carried out during the respective year. According to the Law on Statistics, Article 16 paragraph 1, the funds necessary for the implementation of the National Statistical Programme are provided from the State Budget and from direct financial contribution (grant funds) from Eurostat and other bodies and organisations and are specified apart from the funds for maintenance of the National Statistical Institute. The plans for statistical activities of the Bodies of Statistics are financed from the budgets of the respective institutions. More than 95% of the statistical surveys and statistical infrastructure activities are realized by commitments with ESS.

The annual average number of the surveys and activities in NSP for the period 2007 – 2014 is 276. The statistical surveys and activities for the last year, which are planned to be carried out independently by NSI are 237 and 46 – by other statistical authorities.  

The NSP has 2 sections - Plan for activity of National Statistical Institute (NSI) and the Plans for statistical activities of the Bodies of Statistics. In each one of them the surveys are arranged by statistical themes. The surveys included in the Programme provide information characterizing the phenomena and processes of the economy, demography, the social area and the environment. The NSI envisages on the basis of the Programme to obtain indicators with periodicity, groupings, measures for complex characterization of the territorial, economic and the social structures and phenomena. The NSP incorporates also activities on the development of the Statistical Infrastructure and other tasks.
See Annex 1.7. NSP 2014_en.pdf
See Annex 1.7.National Statistical Programme for 2014.doc
1.8. Statistical Products and Dissemination
The Official statistical information is intended for analyses and scientific studies, planning and making managerial decisions at micro and macro level. 
The NSI provides users with statistical products and statistical services. 

Statistical products are:

· Statistical information showing the results of the studies included in the National Statistical Program;

· Statistical information obtained on request by consumers resulting from the further processing of statistical data collected for the purposes of the studies included in the National Statistical Program;
· Statistical information resulting from research, not included in the National Statistical program conducted by the request of the consumers;
· Statistical metadata and methodologies.
Statistical services are:

· Periodic provision of statistical information showing the results of the studies included in the NSP, according to the list of standard statistical indicators;
· Periodically provision of information under previously concluded contracts and agreements;
· Provision of information at the request of the consumers;
· Provision of anonymised data for scientific and research purposes;
· Implementation of consulting services related to the use of statistical information;
· Helping consumers using European statistical information (ESDS Help Desk);
· Issuing of certificates for economic activity and verification of reports;
· Preparation of standard statistical reports;
· Conducting statistical surveys included in the National Statistical Program, at the request of the consumer;
· Library services.
The statistical information products and services are directed to the:

•
Bodies of state administration and local authorities;

•
Business sector and non-government organizations;

•
Scientific and academic society;

•
Mass media;

•
EC, UN, IMF and other international organizations;

•
Individual citizens.

The NSI provides information to the users in accordance with the Law on Statistics, the Rules for Dissemination of Statistical Products and Services of the National Statistical Institute, approved by the President of the NSI, Rules for Provision of Anonymised Individual Data for Scientific and Research Purposes, approved by the President of the NSI  and the Release Calendar.
1.9. Description of quality policy and reference to relevant national legislation on quality issues and Committee/Bodies devoted to the quality topic and list of quality guidelines and reference to a system on quality indicators, if the case. Reference to internal audit of statistical processes.

The Quality Management Policy outlines general intentions, purposes, principles and guidelines for quality management. The Policy is published on the NSI Internet site. 
The Quality Management Programme is a component part of quality management mechanisms provided in the Quality Management Policy. The Programme covers activities for realization of the tasks that are set in the policy as well as main performance indicators.
Regular internal audits on quality of statistical processes and products have been carried out according to “Handbook on internal quality audits of statistical processes and products in the NSI” since 2013. The pilot internal quality audit was conducted in 2012 on the Waste survey. Audits of SILC and LFS were carried out last year.
See Annex 1.9. Q POLICY_EN.pdf
See Annex 1.9. Q PROGRAMME_EN.pdf
See Annex 1.9. Handbook  Internal Audit_EN.pdf
� The data are from the last Report on Activities of  the NSI in 2013.
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