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PREFACE

Structural Business Statistics (SBS) survey in Bulgaria was included into National Statistical Program and in the 5 year Strategy for Development of the National Statistical System of the Republic of Bulgaria. The Commission Regulation (EC) No 1618/1999, concerning the criteria for the evaluation of quality, required the quality reporting of SBS. The current document should present the necessary information about the collection, compilation and transmission of the SBS data for all Annexes (Common Module, Industry, Distributive trade and Construction) of the Council Regulation (EC) No 58/97and has the following main objectives:

· to provide information about the survey’s strategy, methods and procedures applied by the NSI of Bulgaria for the production of high quality SBS figures for the reference year 2007;
· to give an overall picture about the achieved level of compliance, the improvements made in 2007 SBS survey, the remaining deviations from the requirements of SBS Regulation and future plans for their overcoming;
· to describe the sources, the criterion used and the adopted approach for the determination of the principal activity of the observation units, as well as for the frequency of its updating.
The SBS data were compiled through annually comprehensive statistical survey and for this reason the overall coefficient of variation, according to the survey design (the non-responses, misclassification errors and sampling errors) was not necessary to be calculated. The data of unit non-response for the reference year 2007 were in agreement with regrouping as mentioned in section 9 of Annex 1 to the SBS Regulation. They were provided in a separate file as an attachment to this report. 
In accordance with the requirements of the Commission Regulation (EC) No 1618/1999, the presented Quality report contains two specific parts: 

PART I - REPORT ON SURVEY STRATEGY FOR THE COMPILATION OF 2007 SBS DATA.

PART II - REPORT ON DETERMINING AND UPDATING THE PRINCIPAL ACTIVITY OF THE OBSERVATION UNITS.

PART I: REPORT ON SURVEY STRATEGY FOR THE COMPILATION OF 2007 SBS DATA

1.1. Legal and institutional framework for SBS data production

The statistical activity of the country was regulated by the Law on Statistics and a number of EC Regulations in the field of Statistics. According to article 20 (1) of the Law on Statistics “The persons that manage or represent legal persons, shall be obliged to provide the National Statistical Institute and the Bodies of Statistics with reliable data when filling-in forms and questionnaires on surveys included in the National Statistical Programme, for which mandatory participation is provided. Data shall be provided about branches, sections and other structural units of the legal person”. 

National Statistical Institute (NSI) was responsible for the preparation of methodological and technical bases, carrying out the survey, compiling, publishing and disseminating SBS data to Eurostat and to all other users. It was managed by a President and three Deputy Presidents appointed with decision of the Council of Ministers for a period of 7 years. NSI had a status of a state agency with Head Office, located in Sofia and 28 Regional Statistical Offices located in the district centers. The existing legal framework, created prerequisites for political independence and impartiality in carrying out the activities. Its primary methodological and coordinating role and obligations for the compilation of SBS data were stated in the National Statistical Program that was annually endorsed by the Council of Ministers.

SBS data on 4 non-financial annexes of SBS Regulation (Common Module, Industry, Distributive trade and Construction) were compiled entirely on the basis of the results from a statistical survey, organized and carried out by the NSI. In the production of financial annexes, other institutional bodies - National Bank and Financial Supervision Commission - were also involved.
1.2 Aim of SBS survey 

· establishing a framework for the collection, compilation, transmission and evaluation of the statistical information;
· creating harmonized statistics, completely in line with the requirements of SBS Regulation (EC) No 58/97, allowing for relevant international comparisons;
· guaranteeing consistent, comprehensive and up-to date information (at different levels of aggregation) required for the development of effective and successful economic strategy at European, national and regional level;
· supporting government, business community, scientists and corporate decision-makers by providing comparable statistics for all economic sectors;
· elaborating indicators for more detailed and accurate coverage of new phenomena and processes, such as globalization;
· ensuring necessary data input for the compilation of Macroeconomic Statistics and especially of National Accounts, Short-term Survey, PRODCOM Survey, etc.
1.3 Sources for compilation of SBS data

1.3.1. Statistical survey

The source for production of preliminary and definitive 2007 SBS data series (Annexes 1 to 4 of SBS Regulation) was information collected through a set of accounting and statistical questionnaires. For non-financial annexes variables were collected through two different questionnaires presented in details in point 1.4.6. SBS was an exhaustive survey, from which many statistical and other characteristics of the enterprises were annually updated - principle economic activity, type of ownership, source of funds, turnover, persons employed, employees, fixed assets, etc.

1.3.2. Statistical Business Register

The frame population for SBS survey was derived from the Statistical Business Register, called “Register of Statistical Units” (RSU). The rules for access to this register were laid down in the inner regulation, in which keeping the confidentiality policy was safeguarded. The Register contained all public and private units, classified in economic activities at the class level (4-digit) in accordance with NACE Rev.1.1 and NACE Rev. 2. It provided all enterprises’ characteristics necessary for SBS survey - identification 9-digit code, name and address of the enterprises, NACE principle activity code, status code, NUTS code, legal form, type of ownership, source of funds, employment, turnover etc. There was a link between the unique unified code of the legal unit (BULSTAT code) and the random generated unique code for the statistical units (enterprise, local unit). In this way, it was easy to change the responsible unit for a particular enterprise or local unit and to keep track of the changing history. The overall quality of the RSU was good and possible imperfections have minor impact on the quality of SBS data. Measures were undertaken in order to solve the problem with non-active enterprises and the existence of some falsely active units. For this purpose the available additional administrative information for the activity status of the enterprises (active or non-active) was used - from the Register of Social Security Institute, the Tax register, the Register of licensed touroperators, the Register of international transport firms, the Register of taxi operators and others.
1.3.3. Administrative sources

According to article 20 (6) the state institutions, the Bulgarian National Bank and the bodies, maintaining registers and information systems stipulated by law shall provide to NSI the data collected by them, necessary for conducting statistical surveys. Administrative data were not directly used for the compilation of SBS variables. The individual records received from the Register of Social Security Institute were used for identification of active enterprises and for the imputation of non-responding enterprises. Information obtained from other public administrative registers for example in transport sector (as register of licensed touroperators, register of road freight and road passenger enterprises with rights to perform international carriages, register of enterprises in telecommunication) was used only for the determination of the activity status of the enterprises (active or non-active).
1.4. SBS survey method

1.4.1. Nature of survey, legal and administrative basis

NSI applied a harmonized approach, based on a common methodology for the compilation of SBS data across all economic activities, covered by the Council Regulation (EC) No 58/97. SBS survey was an exhaustive, mandatory, annual survey. The legal basis for obtaining adequate reporting of SBS data from the respondents was the Law on statistics. It gave the NSI legal mandate to require obligatory participation of the enterprises in the statistical surveys, listed in the National Statistical Program. It also allowed penalties to be imposed in case of non-compliance of the required data.
1.4.2. Statistical unit used

The reporting and observation unit in the SBS survey was the enterprise. It was defined in line with the requirements of the Council Regulation No 696/93 as an independent unit carrying out one or more activities at one or more locations and producing goods or services for third parties. In Bulgarian statistical practice, only one legal unit was responsible for a given enterprise i.e. legal unit coincided with the enterprise. There was no evidence that in this way the number of enterprises could be overestimated.

Local units were identified in the Register of Statistical Units. For Regional data series only the variable Number of Local units was compiled, but all other were based on statistics for enterprises. Measures will be taken in order to produce all necessary data belonging to local unit.
Kind-of-activity units weren’t established in the Register of Statistical Units.
1.4.3. Coverage of the data

The SBS population included all enterprises, irrespective of their legal form and size, which carried out market activities and were classified in sections C to K and M to O of NACE Rev1.1. The coverage of the SBS survey was going in accordance with requirement of Regulation (EC) No 58/97. The enterprises recorded in Financial intermediation - section J were subject of different surveys considering their specific book-keeping obligations. There were no size class thresholds in terms of number of employees or turnover for inclusion/exclusion of the enterprises in the SBS survey. As the SBS survey was exhaustive, the number of reporting units was huge - almost 258 thousand enterprises, located in 6 regions at NUTS 2 level on the territory of the country.
1.4.4. Reference period

The period covered by SBS survey was a calendar year. The financial year was equal to a calendar year, called - reference period. The annual SBS questionnaires of the enterprises contained information about the period from 1 January to 31 December.

1.4.5. Classification used

National Classification of Economic Activities (NACE.BG-2003) was used for the compilation of data broken down by economic activities. SBS data were compiled for the first time according to NACE.BG-2003 for the reference year 2002. The lowest level of NACE.BG-2003 was class (4-digit) and the applied 4-digit coding system was coinciding with economic activities’ codes of NACE Rev.1.1.
Classification of the Territorial Units for statistical purposes was used for the compilation of SBS regional data series. It differed from those used in 2006 and was created in accordance with requirement of the Regulation (EC) No 176/2008 on the establishment of a common classification of territorial units for statistics (NUTS) by reason of the accession of Bulgaria and Romania to the European Union.
In the country, there were 6 planning regions (NUTS 2) and 28 districts (NUTS 3). For the national purposes existed two more classification levels - 263 municipalities (LAU 1) and 534 settlements (LAU 2).
The National Product Classification by activity (CPA.BG-2003) was used for purposes of SBS in producing Multi-yearly data series for Distributive trades. It is a direct application of European CPA.
1.4.6. Questionnaires for conducting the SBS survey

SBS data collection was carried out through two types of questionnaires with different complexity (number of surveyed variables), depending on the size of the enterprises and their type of book-keeping system:

· “Annual Report of non-financial enterprises” - detailed questionnaire provided to the NSI by the enterprises with annual turnover of more than 50 thousand Euro and with double entry book keeping system (mostly large and medium sized). The report contained the following main accounting and statistical questionnaires:

· balance sheet;
· questionnaire on entreprise revenues and expenditures;
· questionnaire on employed, wages and salaries;
· questionnaire on expenditure on acquisition of tangible fixed assets;
· questionnaire on turnover from trading activities of purchase and resale and intermediary activities;
· questionnaire on Research and Development activity.
· “Annual Report of the enterprises non compiling balance sheets”- simplified questionnaire provided mostly by the enterprises with single entry book-keeping. It contained accounting information for revenues and expenditures, as well as additional statistical data on employment, wages and salaries, fixed assets etc.

The content of all set of questionnaires for SBS survey was reviewed annually. Changes and improvements were made in order to fully implement the requirements of the SBS Regulation and its amendments.
1.4.7. Data collection method

All questionnaires, through which the SBS survey was accomplished (both detailed and simplified ones), were available for the respondents on paper and in electronic format as well. The electronic versions were accessible on the web site of the NSI for downloading and filling in off-line by the enterprises. The filled questionnaires were sent to the NSI by e-mail. 
1.4.8. SBS data compilation procedure

The responsibilities for conducting SBS survey were shared between the Head Office and 28 Regional Statistical Offices (located in the centers of the districts). The SBS staff in the Head Office was responsible for designing the statistical questionnaires, elaboration of the methodology, and development of the programming product for data processing, compilation and validation the quality of the data, publication and dissemination of the results to the users. The obligations of the experts from the Regional Statistical Offices were to collect the filled questionnaires from the enterprises, to send the reminder letters to the non-respondents, to enter, check and correct the micro data.

In the Head Office there was no established a separate division for the compilation of SBS. Several units from Business Statistics Department (on industry, construction, trade, transport, communication and services) as well as one unit from Macroeconomic Statistics Department (on labour market) were responsible for production of relevant SBS data series, required by Annexes 1 to 4 of SBS Regulation. They worked in co-operation with the expert from unit Business Register and unit Information Technology, which were also involved in SBS data production process. The National coordinator on SBS survey carried out organizing work among the units in the Head Office.
1.5. Quality checks of SBS data

The Variables, collected from the enterprises through different questionnaires and used for the compilation of SBS survey, underwent appropriate quality checks at regional and at national level. The micro data were subject to crosschecking control in order potential errors to be identified and corrected accurately. This was of high importance, because completeness and coherence of SBS survey results have to be secured. The following types of formal and informal checks were applied at various stages of SBS data production process:
· routing, arithmetic and logical checks (automatically performed in the process of data entry), controlling completeness of enterprise’s data, permissible dimension of values, correctness of the codes used etc;
· relations checks, valid values checks and scope checks running for enterprises, belonging to a particular size class in a given NACE activity class (4- digits) or group (3-digits);
· detection of irrelevant ratio indicators, suspicious values outside defined bounds, incomparable data with regard to the previous years’ results and inconsistency of the SBS indicators;
· comparisons with data from other surveys conducted by NSI (Short-term Surveys, PRODCOM Survey and External Trade Survey).

The regional staff contacted enterprises, with identified errors, by telephone call. The experts in charge made necessary corrections manually and checked again whether the corrected data meet the quality control. In the Head Office more expanded logic control and verification of micro and macro data was carried out with regard to the previous years’ results. As the surveyed population of SBS was huge and correcting data errors was a time-consuming operation, the priority was given to the detection of important, influential errors of the larger enterprises. Efforts were also put to clean the errors of small ones in order to improve the accuracy of SBS figures for small and medium-sized enterprise (SME) groups.

1.6. Treatment of non-responses

1.6.1. Response rate

The overall unit non-response rate of the 2007 SBS survey was low: 2.6% in terms of number of enterprises and 0.3% in terms of turnover. In comparison with the previous year there was a tendency of slight decrease of the non-response in some of the NACE Rev.1.1 activities. As a whole, unit non-response rate had no major effect on the quality of SBS results, but it varied significantly, depending on the principle activity and size of the enterprises. In Industry it was 0.4%, in Construction – 0.3%, in Trade – 2.7% and in Business services 3.8%. The non-response rate appeared lower for the NACE groups or divisions where large enterprises prevail. Non-respondents were small enterprises that had a share in the total number of units more than in the share of the total turnover. Almost all large and medium size enterprises replied (with few exceptions). In a conclusion, non-response had no significant effect on the overall quality of SBS results. But in terms of breakdown by 4-digit level or by size class, non-responses affected small groups, having up to 9 persons employed. Imputations were done at the level of individual enterprise. 
1.6.2. Estimates of non-response

Necessary measures were undertaken by the regional staff of NSI in order to reduce initial non-response rate. Enterprises didn’t return the filled SBS questionnaires within the defined deadlines were reminded by letters about their legal obligations to provide the data. After a certain time, still non-responding enterprises were further reminded by telephone calls. When these reminders didn’t have the desired effect, regional staff of NSI visited the important large and medium sized non-responding enterprises. In order to handle final non-respondents in the Head Office of NSI several imputation methods were applied depending on the type of the non-responses (NACE activity, size class group, availability of information from secondary sources):

· imputation based on other survey sources (Short-Term Statistics, PRODCOM);
· imputation based on the previous year's results of the non-responding enterprise (in case that such data existed and the enterprise was not newly established or “permanently” non-response);
· class mean imputation (the most widely used method especially for small enterprises);
· donor imputation (rarely used method), where all imputed values were ‘flagged’ in order to distinguish them from the actually observed ones.
1.7. Confidentiality disclosure control

It was important to use the correct confidentiality flag in order to ensure that data referring to individual respondents can be disclosed. Confidentiality of the enterprise was defined under the Law on statistics and its use was limited only for statistical purposes. Admissions to the SBS micro data had only the staff that needs this information to carry out their duties. Disclosure of confidential data was legally prevented and penalized. All calculated aggregation of SBS data were screened for data traceable to individuals. According to the Law on statistics (national confidentiality rules) primary confidential data were identified by the application of two criteria of which statistics cannot be made public or released when: 

· criterion A – the total of the information was received by less than three statistical units;
· criterion B - one enterprise dominated the data more than 85% of the total volume of aggregated data.

All SBS confidential figures were treated in the Head Office, identified through the computer program. The primary confidentialities were flagged with A or B flags and provided to Eurostat. Secondary confidentiality treatment of SBS data series was carried out by Eurostat and validated by NSI in order an accidental disclosure to be prevented. From the reference year 2008 onwards secondary confidentiality of SBS data series will be treated in the Head Office of the NSI by using the software product τ-ARGUS.
1.8. Level of compliance and deviations from requirements, plans for future improvements

1.8.1. Development and improvement of SBS data

For the reference year 2007 efforts of NSI’s staff aimed development and improvement of the Bulgarian SBS survey system. The overall quality of the results at lower level of aggregation of SBS data was improved as well. The accomplishments were made by a more precise (at class level) estimation of non-responses, more detailed cross-checking control of the data at micro level in order to ensure completeness and coherence between SBS data provided through different questionnaires as well as detailed control of data coherence.
1.8.2. Deviations and plans for their overcoming
· Annex I - all needed indicators according to data series were provided
· Annexes II – missing variable for data series were:
· data series 2A - 11 120 - Number of births of enterprises; 11 130 - Number of deaths of enterprises; 13 131 - Payments for agency workers; 15 310 - Value of tangible goods acquired through financial leasing; 18 110 - Turnover from the principle activity; 20 110 - Purchases of energy products.
· data series 2E – data series was not provided, because variable 11 310 - Number of kind-of-activity units was not calculated;

· data series 2L - Purchases of energy products  was not provided.
· Annexes III - only one variable for data series 3B was missing - 15 310 - Value of tangible goods acquired through financial leasing.
· Annexes IV - missing variable for data series were:

· data series 4A - 11 120 - Number of births of enterprises; 11 130 - Number of deaths of enterprises; 13 131 - Payments for agency workers; 15 310 - Value of tangible goods acquired through financial leasing; 18 110 - Turnover from the principle activity; 20 110 - Purchases of energy products.
· data series 4E – data series was not provided, because variable 11 310 - Number of kind-of-activity units was not calculated;

Missing variables 15 310; 11 120; 11 130 will be dropped in forthcoming recast SBS Regulation and data on them will not be compiled.
Variable 13 131 Payments for agency workers and Variable 20 110 Purchases of energy products will be included in statistical questionnaire for the first time in the reference year 2008.
Missing data series 2E and 4E about Kind-of-Activity Units were not identified up to the reference year 2007. We will try to produce the necessary variable 11 310 - Number of kind-of-activity units for the reference year 2008.
Due to the significant difficulties that enterprises faced in compiling data on the environmental Variable 21 120 - Investment in equipment and plant linked to cleaner technology (integrated technology), NSI of Bulgaria received derogation for that characteristic until the end of transitional period (2008).
1.9. Timeliness, dissemination and key users

1.9.1. Timeliness and punctuality

The preliminary and definitive SBS data for the reference year 2007 were compiled within the following time schedule:

· the set of accounting and statistical questionnaires, through which SBS survey was carried out were sent out to the enterprises at the end of the reference year; 
· the filled questionnaires, by the enterprises, were received back in the Regional Statistical Offices until the end of April after the reference year - T + 4 months.

· micro data processing at Regional Statistical Offices was finished in T + 8 months; 

· preliminary results were compiled and sent to Eurostat in T + 10 months, as required by SBS Regulation (EC) No 58/97;
· definitive results were compiled and sent to Eurostat in T+18 according to the deadline required by SBS Regulation (EC) No 58/97.

SBS data series for the reference year 2007 were transmitted to Eurostat via eDAMIS in required technical format. No revisions, neither of preliminary, nor of definitive data series were made after their provision to Eurostat. 
1.9.2. Accessibility and clarity

The SBS data were made available to all interested users at the same time in accordance with the deadlines set in the Release Calendar of statistical surveys, published on NSI website. A specialized publication on SBS variables was not prepared. Summary tables with the key SBS survey results, accomplished with relevant explanatory notes, were published annually in the Statistical Yearbook. Results on some principal indicators were presented in the Statistical Reference Book. All other information for SBS survey was available in electronic form and was distributed upon request. For quick satisfaction of different user requirements, a big database, containing both micro and aggregated SBS data, was maintained and annually updated by authorized SBS experts in the Structural Business Department of NSI.
1.9.3. Key users of SBS data

Some variables were provided to the various international organizations. The main users of SBS data were:

· institutions at European level - Eurostat and other Directorates General of the European Commission;
· institutions at national level – the Ministry of economy and other government bodies; the National Bank and other financial institutions;
· scientific institutes, universities, researchers and students;
· private non-profit organisations, agencies, business companies, media;
· other divisions in NSI - National accounts.
1.10. Quality indicators, accuracy of SBS data
1.10.1. Coefficient of variation

The Coefficient of variation was equal to zero because SBS survey was exhaustive and its calculation of 2007 was not relevant. 
1.10.2. Item non-response rate

Item non-response rate was not estimated, because in the SBS questionnaire wasn’t possible to distinguish between missing values and zero values. It was established practice when item non-response was detected then the regional staff of NSI contacted the relevant enterprise, mainly through telephone calls, to obtain missing data. 

1.10.3. Misclassification error

Misclassification error was equal to zero. It does not exist because the principal activity of the enterprises at NACE 1.1 class level (4-digits) was observed and updated through the information collected by the SBS survey itself, which was an exhaustive type survey.
1.10.4. Unit non- response rate

For reference year 2007 unit non-response rate was calculated and provided to Eurostat at 3-digit level of NACE Rev.1.1 for Industry and Construction, at 4-digit level for Distributive trade and at groupings of activities level for Services (as  required by Section 9 of Regulation (EC) No 58/97). 
Unit non-response rate was estimated in two modes: unweighted (in terms of number of enterprises) and weighted (in terms of turnover). The value of weighted unit non-response rate was much smaller, because non-respondents were small enterprises with minor contribution to the turnover. 

Unweighted non-response rate was calculated as a ratio of the number of non-respondents to the total number of enterprises.
                                     Number of non-responding enterprises  

NR (unweighted) =     --------------------------------------------------------------------------------------   
               Number of responding enterprises + Number of non-responding enterprises     
Weighted non-response rate was calculated as a ratio of the estimated turnover of non-respondents to the total turnover.

                            Estimated turnover of non-responding enterprises

NR (weighted) = ----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
                         Turnover of responding    +   Estimated turnover of non-responding         

                     enterprises                                              enterprises

Non-response errors had negligible impact on the overall quality of SBS data, because the total non-response rate for reference year 2007 was small: 2.6% in terms of number of enterprises and 0.3% in terms of turnover. Non-respondents were small units with single entry bookkeeping that had very small (negligible) share in terms of the turnover, production value etc. Large and the vast majority of medium sized enterprises were fully responded. 

The concrete figures on unit non-response rate (both unweighted and weighted) for the reference year 2007 were provided via eDAMIS to Eurostat in a separate file in specific technical format as required by the Commission Regulation (EC) 2702/98.
PART II: REPORT ON DETERMINING AND UPDATING THE PRINCIPAL ACTIVITY OF THE OBSERVATION UNITS

2.1. Criterion applied

In theory, value added was recommended to be used for identification of the principal and secondary activities. In the Bulgarian practice, instead of value added, the variable used for determination of these activities of the enterprises was turnover. Many respondents didn’t provide direct information of value added. Identification of the principal activity was carried out based on the contribution of each activity, performed by the enterprise, to the total of its turnover. When one economic activity at NACE Rev1.1 class level (4-digits) provided 50% or more of the total turnover, than the principal activity and the 4-digit code were determinate. In all other cases, when enterprise carried out mixed activities at NACE Rev1.1 class level and didn’t exist 50% predominant activity, the Top Down approach was applied.

2.2. Approach adopted

The algorithm used for the allocation of the enterprise to a particular NACE Rev.1.1 heading started with the identification of the most aggregated level of NACE classification (Section) and than continued with step by step determination of the remaining lower levels as follows: 
· identification of the largest (in terms of turnover) NACE Section (letter level);
· identification of the largest Subsection (two letter level) was chosen inside the Sections C and D;
· identification of the largest Division (2-digits level) was chosen inside the Section/ Subsection;
· identification of the largest Group (3-digits level) was chosen inside the Division;
· identification of the largest Class (4-digits level) was chosen inside the Group, which is the principal activity of the enterprise.
2.3. Sources of information

The major source for updating the enterprises’ principal activity was the SBS survey, which was a census type survey. In the SBS questionnaire a special section was included that required description of the nature of the economic activities and the percentage distribution of the net receipts from sales for each kind of activity conducted by the enterprises. Based on this information the principal activity of recently created enterprises was ascertained and changed principal activities of existing enterprises were detected. For industrial enterprises data from PRODCOM survey were also used for precision of unit's NACE-related code. 

2.4. Frequency of updating, stability rule

The principle activity of enterprises was updated once a year on the base of the annual SBS survey. During the year the principle activity was changed (on the basis of information from STS survey) only in some exceptional cases when:
· the activity change was very significant, irreversible and the wrong activity assignment of the enterprise would cause a bias in SBS data breakdown by economic activity;
· the survey proves that the initially assigned principle activity of the newly born enterprise was wrong.

In order to prevent the casual changes in the demography of the surveyed population and to avoid discrepancies between STS (monthly and quarterly) and annual SBS data series broken down by economic activities the stability rule was applied. In case that during the reference year a given enterprise has performed non-typical activity, in terms of use of the fixed assets, its principal activity was kept unchanged. This rule was followed for two years even if the turnover from the non-typical activity for the reference year was higher than the turnover from the recorded principal activity. After two years if can be proved that the change of production structure is a permanent tendency the original principal activity of this enterprise should be changed.
For the reference year 2007, Bulgarian practice, in the scope of Structural Business Statistics, was very closely compliant to EU legal and methodological standards. This was a result of the systematic work accomplished by NSI’s staff for full implementation of the requirements of SBS regulatory framework in this statistical area. 
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