
Production of packaged goods and packaging 
 

1. Purpose, nature and relevance  
The aim of the survey on the production of packaged goods and packaging is to provide 

information on generated packaging in the country. Packaging is one of the mass and visible 
components of the waste and makes it necessary to seek a solution to the problem at both 
national and international level. Survey is conducted in compliance with European Parliament 
and Council Directive 94/62/EC of December 20, 1994 on packaging and packaging waste. It 
is assumed that the quantity of packaging manufactured is a measure of  the amount of waste 
generated. Evaluation of packaging must meet the requirements set by the following equation:  

Packaging on the market* = produced packaging+imported packaging–exported 
packaging.  

(*Packaged goods are also included.)  
 
2. Coverage and sources of information 

Evaluation of packaging is a result from a combination of data obtained through an 
annual sample survey and comprehensive data on the major manufacturers of packaging and 
packaged goods obtained from the ExEA.  

The survey covers economic subjects that produce packaged goods, make packing of 
goods against payment, pack goods for own selling and produce packaging and disposable 
utensils. 

 
3. Definitions of indicators 

User or primary packaging is that package which is part of or perceived as part of a 
commercial product by the end user at the time of purchase.  

Group or secondary packaging is packaging which at the time of purchase includes a 
number of goods for sale, regardless of the goods are sold to the consumer packaged or 
packaging serve only for storage of goods at point of sale. Group packaging may be separated 
from the product without affecting its performance.  

Transport or tertiary packaging is that which serve or is perceived as a mean to 
facilitate handling and transportation of goods or group packages by limiting their physical 
handling and prevent damage to the goods or group packages at loading and transportation. 
Transport packaging does not include road, rail, ship or air containers.  

Packaging for goods used in the commercial network and disposable utensils, is 
one that is used by shops and catering establishments for customer service.  

Multiple use means any operation by which packaging designed and intended to carry 
out the respective minimum number of transports and uses within its life cycle, is filled or re-
used for the purpose for which it was conceived, with or without the aid of additional products 
enabling the subsequent use of package and its distribution on the market. Multiple  used 
packaging become waste when no longer usable.  

 
3. Classifications and nomenclatures used 

• Annex 2 of the Ordinance on packaging and packaging waste, adopted by Decree 
No.41 of 26.02.2004. 

 
4. Deadlines and ways of dissemination of the survey results  
Deadline for disseminating the results of statistical survey on packaged goods and 

packaging is specified in the Calendar for the presentation of the results of the statistical 
surveys carried out by the National Statistical Institute. The data is published once a year as 



final data. The survey results are published on NSI website – www.nsi.bg and in the 
publication “Environment”.  
 


