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Livestock density index

The Livestock density index represents the average density of livestock units per 1 hectare utilized agricultural area. This is a reference unit composed of the number of certain categories of livestock (cattle, pigs, sheep, goats, equidae, poultry and rabbits), calculated according to the number of dairy cows. This way the indicator reflects the process of intensification in livestock breeding. A high value of the indicator gives a warning of possible risks of environmental pollution - of water and soil, and of greenhouse gas emissions, while the low value indicates limited capacity for biological production in agriculture. 

The values of the livestock density index for Bulgaria shows a tendence toward decreasing. This means that pollution risk in Bulgaria remains relatively low, as well as the possibilities for ecological agricultural output in the future will be additionally limited.

Figure 1. Livestock density index
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